Introduction
The theory that greenhouse gas increases could cause global warming has been recognised in the scientific world for about a Century. It (Houghton et al. 1996:39 (Price 1994 ). This expectation is important be¬ cause much tourism is based on an attractive landscape (Cohen 1978 , Pigram 1980 . Considering the importance of climate change to the tourism industry, there is a paucity of research on im¬ pacts of climate change on tourism. For instance, Smith (1990) and Abegg (1996) argue that tourism has been largely neglected by the climate impact researchers.
Moreover, Wall (1992: 215) (Haylock et al. 1994 (Galloway 1988 (Hewitt 1997 (Hewitt 1997) . The winter tourism industry is the main economic contributor to Australia's alpine are¬ as, and is therefore of significant regional economic im¬ portance (Boylen 1997 (Hewitt 1997) . Snow-deficient winters (as in 1982, 1988, 1993 and 1998) (Talbot 1991: 8 
